ALTAR FLOWERS today are given by Gail and Bill Burkett in
celebration of their anniversary.

USHERS John Cranford, capt., George Bryan, Bill Burkett, Steve Combs,
Bill Compton, Stan Johnson

ACOLYTE Abbi Knight
CRUCIFER Robert Kelly

Music Spot

I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me
Words: African American Spiritual
Music: arr. by Wendell Whalum

Church Financial Update

2027 Stewardship

Thank you to all who have returned pledge cards! If

you have not done so, there's still time. Cards can be put in the offering
plate or dropped off at the office. Extra cards can be found in the office or
in the red attendance pads at the end of each pew.

August

Month end Revenue: $83,414
Month end Expense: $75,916
Net. $7,498
Year to date Revenue: $558,322
Year to Date Expense: $589,639
Net Total $(31,317)

GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD

Flannel Fest Chili Cookoff | Tonight! | 5-7pm | Gym and Parking Lot

Everyone is invited! We have combined two of our favorite events to bring you one
great night! Join us for Flannel Fest and a Chili Cookoff... on a Sunday night!
Contestants- please be here with your chili by 4:45pm. Everyone, bring cash to vote
for your favorite chili! All proceeds will go towards missions.

All Saints Banner

This year’s All Saints Sunday is on November 1. Each year, our All Saints service
begins with a procession of our All Saints banner. On it are bells representing the
remembrance of family and friends who have gone before. You may put bells on
for your loved ones in the narthex today or stop by the church during the week.

@ GROW TO BE LIKE JESUS

Methodism 101 | Wednesdays | October 14- November 4 | 6pm | Room 104
Join Pastor Asa for a 4-week introduction to the history, beliefs, and distinctive
practices of Methodism - while exploring the life and ministry of John Wesley.
Come discover the story, beliefs, and mission that continue to inspire generations
of Methodists to grow in faith, respond to God's grace, and serve their neighbors.
We hope you'll join us! Sign up on the Church Center App or in the church office.

GO TO SERVE THE WORLD

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OFF-CAMPUS & CONGREGATIONAL CARE

@ 101 E. 1st North Street

fumc@fumcmorristown.org
(%) (423)581-2180

For more information about activities/events or calendar items, please go to
the Church Center app. If you need assistance operating the app, see Lisa
Cavallucci or Ben Stapleton. They are happy to assist you. You may also pick
up a FUMC calendar of events in the narthex or gym.

Trunk or Treat| Saturday | October 31 | 6-8pm | Parking Lot

Bring in your candy donations now and Sign up on Church Center app or in the
church office to volunteer in a variety of ways. You can- Decorate a trunk and hand
out candy; decorate a table and hand out candy; set-up help from 3pm-5pm; candy
runner- fill up buckets throughout the evening.

Snack Donations for Elementary Sunday School
Drop off individually wrapped, nut free items to the children’s check in desk on the
Main Floor. Favorites include mini cheese balls, mini cookies, and fruit snacks.

Christmas in November Craft Fair| November 14 | College Square Mall

We request donations of homemade crafts, art, or baked goods. Please contact
Denise Aludo to submit them. Proceeds will go to missions, helping to fund Camp
in the Community, Rise Against Hunger, and more.

WELCOME TO
First United Methodist Church

-est. 1852-

October 18, 2026

Making disciples as we gather, grow, and go.

THE STORY OF

ESTHER

WELCOME to First United Methodist Church (FUMC). We would love to
have you fill out your name and any information you feel
comfortable sharing on the red attendance pad. If you need help with
anything today, please contact one of our ushers, pastors, or security team
members. We hope you will join us again as we Gather, Grow, and Go at

FUMC.
E

GATHER

GROW GO

Subscribe lo ouwr weeklly elVews!

1. OPEN THE CAMERA ON YOUR PHONE

2. AIM IT AT THE QR CODE

3. TAP THE BANNER THAT APPEARS

4. ENTER YOUR NAME & EMAIL TO SUBSCRIBE




WORSHIP

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Liturgical Color: Green

October 18, 2026 9:00am

Please remember to silence cell phones.
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS and devices for the hearing impaired
are available for this morning'’s service. Please see an usher.

(*) Please stand as you are able.

Welcome and Announcements
*Passing of the Peace

Call To Worship

There are times when life takes us places we never intended to go, and
we find ourselves wondering what comes next.

There are moments when we feel powerless, uncertain, and afraid
of what the future holds.

Yet even when we cannot see the way forward, God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in times of trouble.

When the world feels beyond our control, God remains steadfast.
Let us worship the God who is present in our uncertainty, who gives
us courage in our fear, and who reminds us that we are never alone.

Prelude Lift High the Cross arr. by Charles Callahan
Choral Introit This is the Day the Lord Has Made Robert Wright
*Hymn UMH 159 Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER
*Affirmation of Faith UMH 881 Linda Kilday

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the
quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic**
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

**universal

*Gloria Patri UMH 70 Glory be to the Father MEINEKE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Children’'s Sermon Pastor Asa
Celebrations and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer Pastor Asa

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

Anthem It Is Well With My Soul
Chancel Choir
(text on UMH 377)

arr. by Tom Fettke

*Prayer for lllumination Linda Kilday

Draw us close, Holy Spirit, as the Scriptures are read and the Word
is proclaimed. Let the word of faith be on our lips and in our hearts,
and let all other words slip away. May there be one voice we hear
today — the voice of truth and grace. Amen.

*Old Testament Lesson
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Esther 1 & 2

*Hymn UMH 508 FOR THE BREAD

Faith While Trees are Still in Blossom
(verse 2- women only; verse 3- men only)

Sermon No Minor Characters Pastor Asa

Worship of God by Giving Tithes and Offering

Scan here to give online:

Offertory Fairest Lord Jesus arr. by Victor Labenske
*Doxology UMH 94 LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn I'M GONNA LIVE
I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me
u . |
i S —————— i — Z
{7y I = = ’ o = =
g e, :
~— L~
[.I'm gon-na |live so (live  so)
2.I'm gon-na |work so (work so) .) . ‘
3.'m gon-na |pray so (pray so) i God can use me
4.I'm gon-na |sing so (sing o) |
R
, o * o =
S = - ;
2 =
[

H 4 N | —
o 11 1 N
: . - Pl - I‘ Pat I
H. ’:’ © ]
an -y - |where, Lord, | an-y - | time! (an-y | time!)

D T

|
Z 1/ I ] ﬁ- 1
| 4 I

S~— Vo
f) | | TN
" — | — -
7. I [~ | . = =
{eS x ] = E— 5
r r [ 4 S
I'm gon-na |live S0 (Live  so)
I'm gon-na |work so (work so) { i ]
I'm gon-na |pray so (pray so) jOod can use me
I'm gon-na |sing  so (sing  so) -
J, o o
7 - | I 1 =
| 1 |
} — | =
; A | .
—r—— - |
© o c ; 88 o ,, =2
g S P 0l | F

an-y - | where, Lord, | an-y time!
- 1 (my__ | Lord,) (an-y - | time!)

*Benediction
*Choral Benediction Amen Mendelssohn
*Postlude Improvisation

(Please remain standing and silent as the organ concludes our worship.)




